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The  s ta r t  to  2020 as  seen  us  l i v ing  in  un-precedented  t imes  however  the  need  fo r
a l l  o f  us  to  s tay  wel l  and  sa fe  in  these  t imes  i s  a  necess i ty  however  cha l leng ing  i t
may  be .  A l l  ca rer  Connect  meet ings  wi l l  not  go  ahead  t i l l  fu r ther  not i ce ,  FKAT
reg iona l  representat ives  in  your  a rea  wi l l  s t i l l  be  ava i lab le  fo r  you  to  chat  wi th .
 
Foster  &Kinsh ip  ca rers  should  not  fee l  i so la ted  a t  th i s  t ime  g iven  due  to  no  d i rec t
face  to  face  contac t  w i th  CYS  due  to  Cov id-19 .  I  want  to  encourage  you  a l l  to  s tay
connected  wi th  your  OoHC CSO and  the  young  person/s  CSO,  the  o f f i ces  a re  s t i l l
open .  Fos ter  & K insh ip  Carers  Assoc ia t ion  wi l l  a l so  be  ava i lab le  to  take  your  ca l l ,
somet imes  that ’ s  a l l  we  need  i s  a  f r iendly  vo ice  a t  the  end  o f  the  phone .
 
I  would  l i ke  to  welcome Dr .  K im Backhouse  back  in to  her  ro le  as  FKAT CEO,  K im
was  p lann ing  to  meet  up  wi th  ca rers  to  touch  base  wi th  you  a l l ,  we  have  put  that
on  ho ld  unt i l  such  t ime  the  v i rus  i s  no  longer  a  th reat .  K im wi l l  be  ava i lab le  to
take  a  ca l l  f rom carers  i s  a l so  look ing  fo rward  to  ca tch ing  up  wi th  you  a l l  in  the
future .
 
I  would  a l so  l i ke  to  thank  Dr .  Ju l ian  Watchorn    fo r  s tepp ing  in to  the  ro le  o f  ac t ing
CEO these  las t  12  +  months  the  work  that  Ju l ian  executed  in  th i s  ro le  and
cont inues  to  see  through  the  pro jec ts  that  had  been  s ta r ted ,  a l so  the  many  FAST
concerns .  
 
The  B ig  Day  Out  was  scheduled  fo r  May  2020 the  board  dec ided  to  postpone  th i s
success fu l  event  unt i l  l a te r  in  the  year .  Th is  i s  d i sappo int ing  i t s  a lways  g reat  to
connect  w i th  o ther  ca rers  fee l  a  b i t  pampered  so  deserved ,  watch ing  the
ch i ld ren/youth  be ing  enter ta ined  wi th  the  s ta f f  a t  PCYC in  Launceston…so  we  look
forward  to  when  we  can  ho ld  th i s  event .  
 
FKAT wi l l  be  prepar ing  to  ho ld  a  S ta te  Conference  in  2021 more  in format ion  wi l l
be  fo rwarded  in  the  months  ahead .  Nat iona l  Conference  i s  scheduled  fo r  September
in  South  Aust ra l ia ,  ca rers  w i l l  be  in formed i f  the  date  changes  fo r  th i s  event .
 
FKAT board  i s  hop ing  to  host  the  Nat iona l  Conference  in  2022 we  a re  in  the
ear ly  s tages  o f  p lann ing  these  events  and  more  in format ion  wi l l  fo l low as  t ime
goes  on .
 
 
 
Stay  Sa fe ,  S tay  home,  S tay  wel l  😊
 
Regards  Maggie

MAGGIE PHILLIPS
from the chair. 



Hi Everyone.
 
It is great to be back on deck at FKAT despite challenging and uncertain times
ahead.  I really look forward in 2020 to be able to get out and meet up with you all
around the State again.  I am working Mondays, Tuesday and Fridays this year.  At
the moment I am spending most of my time working with Communities Tasmania
raising issues around how the Department could support our Carers.
Congratulations to Anita Jones for being appointed our new Vice President.
 
My belief is that the safety and wellbeing of the carers we support is our top
priority, so feel free to reach out anytime if you require support and advocacy
or just wanting to chat. 
 
If you're concerned about Covid-19, you may call the National Coronavirus
Helpline for information and advice about COVID-19. The line operates 24 hours a
day, seven days a week on 1800 020 080.
 
Schooling
 
Ruth Davidson, Director, Child and Student Wellbeing Department of Education
has advised FKAT that:  schools are still open and are there to support the
learning and wellbeing of children in your care.  
    
We understand children really miss the structure of the school day and keeping
the learning routine going will really help your child adjust when things
go back to normal at school. 
   
However, if there are circumstances where children in 
your care need to be at home during COVID19 and you 
need assistance and support, please contact the child’s 
school about the child’s learning needs.
 
I have enclosed several flyers that may be useful to you 
or your children or youth in your care.
 
Take care,
 
Kim 

 

CEO
DR KIM BACKHOUSE

 



 

Online Training Resources & Covid-19

 
As you are aware, Dr Kim Backhouse has now returned to the role of CEO after a period

of leave from the job. I have recently been working on developing a pilot training

project based around TBRI (Trust Based Relational Intervention) in collaboration with

Child and Youth Services. However, due to Covid-19 we have had to put that process on

hold. 

 

Currently, I have been busy chairing the Foster Carers Providers Group meetings that

have been focused around the impact of Covid-19 on carers, and exploring agency's

responses to the challenges that Covid-19 present.

 

Separate to this, I'd like to let everyone know that FKAT will be developing a suite of

smaller online training and information resources that will become available to

everyone very soon.

 

Finally, TCU, the American University who created TBRI are offering their online TBRI

101 training for free until May 31st, which you can access at.....

           https://child.tcu.edu/sale/
 
 

Dr  Julian  Watchorn

  TRAINING & SUPPORT



Due to the impact of Covid-19, 'The Big Day Out' fro 2020 has been postponed. It
will be rescheduled to Spring 2020. Further details will be distributed to members
in due course.

 

NOTICE: THE BIG DAY OUT
 



CONTACT US
Office :

4  Hart  Place ,  ROKEBY ,  TAS  7019

p :  03  6212  0513  (Kerrie)

m :  0499149960  (Kim)

m :  0400876907  (Chair  - N/W)

m :  04513090775  (Vice  Pres  - Nth)

 

Office  Opening  Hours :

Tuesday  - Friday :    9 .00am  to  2 .00pm

 

 

Postal  Address :

PO  Box  241

Hobart  7000

 

Email :

admin@fkat .org .au  (Kerrie)

ceo@fkat .org .au  (Kim)

julianwatchorn@fkat .org .au  (Julian)

 

Follow  us  on  Facebook

www .facebook .com/fkatas


