
September, 2025. Please see attached flyer for further details. 

In other exciting news, ten successful nominees, selected by an independent panel, have now been
invited to join the new Carer Advisory Group to assist and discuss important issues and impacts on the
Out of Home Care sector. The group held their first meeting in Hobart on the 13th of March and will
continue to meet regularly over the course of the year. I am looking forward to meeting up with many o
you this year as FKAT continue to support you in your caring roles now and into the future. 

Kim and the FKAT team.
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W E L C O M E  T O  O U R

Message from the CEO
I would like to start by wishing everyone in our FKAT family a happy Autumn and
upcoming Easter break.. It was lovely to get around the State last December and
join all of you at our Christmas lunches. It was the perfect end to a great year. A
very big thank you to all carers who have attended our extensive and broad range
of training sessions in 2024, I hope you have felt empowered and encouraged to
continue the amazing work you do. We will continue to offer you high standard
training in 2025/2026 and have just released our Statewide training and events
calendar so you can start to save the dates ahead of time, to not miss out! I am
excited to announce that this year we are again hosting our Statewide Foster and
Kinship Carers Conference at the Tailrace Centre from the 12th - 13th of 

Conferences plus 
Statewide training

and events 
calendar.
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Coming Up....

Hoping to get around
to the Eastern and
Northern shore
carers

H i  E v e r y o n e ,

I  c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  a r e  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  M a r c h  a n d  a l m o s t  i n t o
E a s t e r !  I t  f e e l s  l i k e  y e s t e r d a y  t h a t  I  w a s  w r i t i n g  m y  r e p o r t  f o r  2 0 2 4 .
T h i s  y e a r  h a s  b e e n  a n o t h e r  b u s y  s t a r t  t o  t h e  y e a r  f o r  o u r  B o a r d
m e m b e r s ,  a s  w e  t r y  t o  b r i n g  u p d a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
t r a i n i n g  t o  o u r  F o s t e r  a n d  K i n s h i p  C a r e r s ,  b o t h  f o r m a l  a n d  i n f o r m a l .
I ' d  l i k e  t o  s a y  a  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  K i m  B a c k h o u s e  f o r  t h e  e n d l e s s  h o u r s
s h e  p u t s  i n ,  a n d  s o  o f t e n  a b o v e  h e r  a g r e e d  w o r k  h o u r s ,  t o o  m a n y
m e e t i n g s  a n d  t i r e l e s s  h o u r s  o f  w o r k  t o  m e n t i o n .
W e  s e n t  K i m  a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  a n d  c a r e r s  t o  V i c t o r i a  f o r
t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  l a t e  l a s t  y e a r  t o  g a i n  u p d a t e d  

Message from the Chair

F i r s t l y ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a l l  c a r e r ’ s  f o r  t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  
a n d  h a r d  w o r k  d a i l y .  Y o u  d o  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  j o b  f o r  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y ,  c a r i n g  f o r  t h e  S t a t e s  m o s t  v u l n e r a b l e  c h i l d r e n  &
y o u n g  p e o p l e .  Y o u  w e l c o m e  t h e m  i n t o  y o u r  h o m e ,  c r e a t e  a  
s t a b l e ,  s a f e  a n d  l o v i n g  h o m e .  E v e n  a m i d s t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s
t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p l e  o f t e n  f a c e ,  y o u  a r e  t h e r e  
f o r  t h e m .

I  s p e n t  a  g o o d  p a r t  o f  m y  y e a r  l a s t  y e a r  b u s y  w i t h  w e l l b e i n g  c o n c e r n s ,  w h i c h  s e e m  t o  b e  o n
t h e  r i s e .  A s  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  F K A T  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  m o r e  t r a i n i n g  f o r  F A S T
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  2 0 2 5 ,  g i v e n  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  h a p p e n ,  F A S T  r e p s  n e e d  t o  b e  u p  t o  d a t e
w i t h  n e w  p o l i c y  a n d  p r a c t i c e s .  T h i s  c a n  m a k e  a  h u g e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  s u p p o r t  f o r  c a r e r s .

I  c o n t i n u e  t o  l i a i s e  c l o s e l y  w i t h  K i m  t h i s  y e a r  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  F A S T  i s s u e s  b u t  a l s o  k e e p i n g
a b r e a s t  o f  t h e  m a n y  m e e t i n g s  K i m  a t t e n d s .  K i m  a n d  I  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h e
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  c a r e r s ,  w h i c h  h a s  n o t  c h a n g e d  f o r  s o m e  t i m e .  K i m  s p o k e  a t  a n  O o H C
m e e t i n g  l a t e  l a s t  y e a r  a b o u t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  g r o c e r i e s ,  p e t r o l  a n d  p o w e r  a n d  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t
s t a n d a r d  p a y m e n t  d o e s  n o t  r e f l e c t  t h e  c u r r e n t  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g .  T h i s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e
a d v o c a t e d  f o r  g o i n g  f o r w a r d .

T h i s  y e a r  w e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  h a v e  s e v e r a l  t r a i n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  a l l
c a r e r s  a c r o s s  T a s m a n i a  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  i n f o r m a l  k i n s h i p  c a r e r s .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  D r .  J u l i a n
W a t c h o r n  f o r  t h e  h o u r s  h e  p u t s  i n  t o  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t r a i n i n g  a n d  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  w e  a r e  l o o k i n g
f o r w a r d  t o  e n g a g i n g  i n  n e w  t r a i n i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  2 0 2 5  a n d  2 0 2 6 .  

I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  m a n y  o f  y o u  a t  o u r  c a r e r  c a t c h  u p s  i n  t h e  N o r t h - W e s t ,  t r a i n i n g  a n d
o f  c o u r s e  o u r  S t a t e  C o n f e r e n c e  t h i s  S e p t e m b e r .  I t ’ s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  f a n t a s t i c  y e a r .

M a g g i e

i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  n e t w o r k  w i t h  o t h e r  c a r e r s  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s  n a t i o n a l l y .  T h i s  y e a r
t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  a t t e n d  C o n f e r e n c e s  N a t i o n a l l y  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  G o l d  C o a s t ,
S y d n e y  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  i n  o u r  h o m e  S t a t e  o f  T a s m a n i a  t h i s  S e p t e m b e r  i n  L a u n c e s t o n .  

T r a i n i n g  i s  o n e  o f  o u r  m a i n  f o c u s e s  t h i s  y e a r  a n d  w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  i n v i t e  c a r e r s  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  t r a i n i n g  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  o u r  c a r e r  c o h o r t  a r e  f u l l y  e q u i p p e d  t o
t a k e  o n  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  t h e i r  c a r i n g  r o l e s .  D r  J u l i a n  W a t c h o r n  w h o  a t t e n d s  o u r  C h i g w e l l  o f f i c e
r e g u l a r l y  t o  e d u c a t e  u s  o n  w a y s  t o  b e s t  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  o u r  C h i l d r e n ,  w i l l
d e l i v e r  n e w  a n d  u p d a t e d  t r a i n i n g  a c r o s s  a l l  r e g i o n s  r e g u l a r l y .  J u l i a n  h a s  b e e n  a  s u p p o r t  t o
m a n y  c a r e r s  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  n o w  a n d  w e  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s u p p o r t  h e  g i v e s  t o  F K A T  a n d
o u r  m e m b e r s .  I n  t h e  c o m i n g  m o n t h s  I  a i m  t o  v i s i t  c a r e r s  o n  t h e  E a s t e r n  a n d  N o r t h e r n  s h o r e s
t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a n y  c a r e r s  w h o  a r e n ' t  c o n n e c t e d  i n  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  j o i n  o u r  c a r e r  c a t c h
u p s .  

Message from the Vice President
Goal for 
2025

Wanting to get
updated FAST
training for
representatives.



Y E L L O W  L A D Y B U G  C O N F E R E N C E

T h i s  y e a r  i n  J u n e  a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
a t t e n d  t h e  y e l l o w  l a d y b u g  c o n f e r e n c e  o n l i n e .  t h e

c o n f e r e n c e  i s  f o c u s e d  o n  s u p p o r t i n g  g i r l s  w i t h
a u t i s m  a n d  g e n d e r  d i v e r s e  s t u d e n t s .  F K A T  a r e

h a p p y  t o  s u b s i d i s e  t h e  f u l l  c o s t  o f  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e .
p l e a s e  e m a i l  K i m  a t  c e o @ f k a t . o r g . a u  f o r  f u r t h e r

d e t a i l s .

A U S T R A L I A N  C H I L D H O O D
F O U N D A T I O N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L

C H I L D H O O D  T R A U M A
C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 2 5

W e l l  r e n o w n e d  A C F  o n c e  a g a i n  a r e  h o s t i n g
t h e  e v e r - p o p u l a r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C h i l d h o o d

T r a u m a  C o n f e r e n c e  t h i s  A u g u s t  i n
M e l b o u r n e .  T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  a  u n i q u e

p l a c e  f o r  s h a r i n g  b e s t  p r a c t i c e  a p p r o a c h e s ,
e m e r g i n g  i d e a s ,  a n d  c r i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s

i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  c h i l d h o o d  t r a u m a .

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t t e n d i n g  p l e a s e
e m a i l  c e o @ f k a t . o r g . a u

 

N a t i o n a l  F o s t e r  a n d  K i n s h i p
C a r e  C o n f e r e n c e  

w i l l  t h i s  y e a r  b e  h e l d  i n  S y d n e y  f r o m
t h e  2 8 t h - 3 0 t h  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 5 .  

T h i s  i s  a  f a n t a s t i c  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
n e t w o r k  w i t h  o t h e r  c a r e r s  f r o m

d i f f e r e n t  S t a t e s  a n d  T e r r i t o r i e s .  

Q U E E N S L A N D  F O S T E R  A N D  K I N S H I P
C A R E  C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 2 5 .

T h e  t h e m e  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 5  c o n f e r e n c e ,  L e a v e  N o
C h i l d  i n  F o s t e r  a n d  K i n s h i p  C a r e  B e h i n d  a n d

p r o v i d e s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s t a f f  a n d  c a r e r s  t o
c o m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  n e t w o r k ,  l e a r n ,  a n d  t o  g a i n  a

b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  r o l e s .
2 n d  -  4 t h  M a y  2 0 2 5  -  N o v o t e l  S u n s h i n e  C o a s t

R e s o r t ,  T w i n  W a t e r s

C O N F E R E N C E S





T R A I N I N G  A N D  E V E N T S






